NATHANIEL   HAWTHORNE
Twice-told Tales

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE (1804-64), one of America's fore-
most writers, was born at Salem, Massachusetts, and from his
earliest years he devoted himself to literature. At first he was
unsuccessful, but The Scarlet Letter (1850) made his fame
secure. This story, which dealt with the life of early Puritan
America, was followed with The House of the Seven Gables
(1851) and A Wonder Book (1851). This last book, which is
based on the early Greek legends, was followed by Tangle-
wood Tales (1853) and Twice-told Tales.
We give a short story from Twice-told Tales,
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